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WINTER CHILDREN’S SERIES !
Make room on the calendar to brighten up your winter!
Come on out to Godfrey Daniels at 2p.m. on these dates for some hot chocolate and to
hear these fabulous tellers:
Feb. 1st - Super Sunday - Kids' Open Mic
Feb. 15th - Kathy Long
March 1st - Robin Reichert
March 15th - Denise McCormack
March 29th - Catherine Moore

More info on our website:
www.lvstorytelling.org
Due to an unpredicted ice storm on January 18th, Larry Sceurman’s
show was cancelled and will be rescheduled. Watch for email and Facebook updates!

https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild

WANTED: TEEN STORYTELLERS!
Calling ALL teens! Her e is your chance to tell a stor y about th at “nail biter”
game on the other team’s home turf, your most memorable family trip, or get really
creative and tell about the time you tripped while walking on the road!
LVSG’s effervescent Karen Maurer and the delightful Catherine Moore will lead a teen
story slam on Saturday, March 21, 7:30 pm, at Moravian College's Arena Theatre!
The theme of the evening's stories is “Road Trip.”
If you have not experienced these two sparkling storytellers, expect
to be in company with the best! High school students may prepare a
5 minute per sonal stor y—please try to stay within the time
limit to give everyone a chance. There will be a prize given out at the
end of the evening for best story. Just show up or reserve your spot—for
details please contact:
Karen Maurer at 610-419-0232 or bookkm@gmail.com OR
Catherine Moore at moorecab@gmail.com or cmoore@moravianacademy.org

“Storytelling is relating a tale to one or more listeners through voice and

gesture. It is not the same as reading a story aloud or reciting a piece from memory or
acting out a drama-though it shares common characteristics with these arts. The storyteller looks into the eyes of the audience and together they compose the tale. The
storyteller begins to see and re-create, through voice and gesture, a series of mental
images; the audience, from the first moment of listening, squints, stares, smiles, leans
forward or falls asleep, letting the teller know whether to slow down, speed up, elaborate, or just finish. Each listener, as well as each teller, actually composes a unique set
of story images derived from meanings associated with words, gestures, and sounds.
The experience can be profound, exercising the thinking and touching emotions of
both teller and listener.” The National Council of Teachers of English in support of
storytelling in the academic classroom
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
The Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild is proud to present:

Robin Reichert
“When you meet your calling, it keeps poking at
you until you finally turn to face it!”
That is how Robin Reichert views her storytelling
career. She was not looking to be a storyteller. Well
into her early forties, Robin preferred to remain in
the audience. However, more and more people
were telling her, “You’re a good storyteller!” and they always asked for more.
She was first asked to tell stories as a marketing device at a Native American store
in 1995. The Saturday gatherings were full of enthusiastic preschoolers who, much
to her surprise, remembered the lessons presented in the tales. Moms in
attendance gave encouragement and soon Robin was telling at other local venues.
She commenced creating her own stories in addition to traditional tales she found
in books.
Around that time, she saw a future founder of LVSG, Lisa Facciponti, perform.
Robin declared, “If I’m going to do this storytelling thing, I don’t want to be just a
good stor y teller . I w a n t to be a great on e…like Lisa!”
For several years, Robin performed without the support of other storytellers and
scarce knowledge of the greater storytelling community. Little did she know that
LVSG was simultaneously being established. Coincidently, in 2002, she searched
online for storytellers and found the Illinois Storytelling Festival in Chicago where
she met nationally known teller, Susan O’Halloran, who not only put her in
contact with LVSG, but also invited her to a party with storytelling greats Jim
May, Beth Horner, Bill Harley, Ed Stivender, and Milbre Burch on hand!
Since that time Robin has been a guild member studying the craft with local and
national tellers, participating in guild events, and making her mark in the
storytelling world. In 2014 she organized the first outdoor Story Cabaret Under
the Stars.
Robin specializes in personal and “heart” stories that everyone can identify with.
She loves sharing stories that remind audiences of wonder, magic, and reflections
of divine providence, or in more contemporary terms, synchronicity such as the
“coincidences” that initially led her to storytelling. As a Minister of Peace, she
presents some of these stories for churches.

FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the second year
of
the
Lehigh
Valley
Storytelling Guild Newsletter –
TELLER TIMES! Com e on
in...sit by our fire. Here you
may learn who we are, what
the guild and its members are
doing, and how storytelling is
making a
difference in the
world!
There is much to keep you
warm in this issue as the days
grow longer! A new feature
(whenever possible) - click the
link below artwork for info
about the artist, p.1! Check
out the Children’s Series lin e
up for February & March, p.2!
Tell all the kids to start practicing stories and join the
Youth
Storytelling
Guild, p.4& let you r teens
know about the Story Slam,
p.2. Not tired of stories yet?
Our pages are filled with stories, resources, plen ty of
fun an d don ’t forget to check
out Future Dates where storytelling will be happening
somewhere near you, p.4! It’s
officially
storytelling season, so gather ‘round the fire
and have a listen!
The TELLER TIMES is
published quarterly, timed to
best promote ongoing guild
events. I am very happy to put
together this newsletter for
YOU, the storyteller, the story
listener, the STORY LOVER!

Robin Reichert

Robin is the creator of Teller Times, LVSG’s premier newsletter, has published
two books, “Journeys of the Heart” and “Feather Gifts for all Ages,” and is
currently recording her first CD with an expected release in Fall of 2015.
Contact: 267-614-1866, www.RobinHeartStories.com

“Without stories we would go mad. Life would
lose it’s moorings or orientation….Stories can
conquer fear, you know. They can make the heart
larger.” ~Ben Okri

Many things you
may not know
about storytelling!
http://
en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Storytelling
3

YOUNG TELLERS GUILD
STORY
The Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild is scouting for
enthusiastic young people who would enjoy learning the
art of storytelling.

CABARET
A fun & elegant evening of
STORYTELLING

Kids! Do you like being the center of attention? Do you
enjoy showing off, making people laugh, or scaring your
friends? Come on out and join the Young Tellers Guild
and learn how to “own the stage” as a storyteller!

and
COMMUNITY BUILDING!
at
Touchstone Theater Cafe

Learning to tell stories is FUN and a great way to make
new friends!!

Friday, March 6th 8pm
Tellers To Be

Parents! Mem ber s of the Y ou n g Teller s Gu ild
will:

Announced...
Watch for email updates!
$10 Admission

Includes
a glass of wine and nosh

Be coached in storytelling • Participate in workshops • Learn story crafting • Be eligible to participate and compete in the
annual Pennsylvania Youth Storytelling Showcase
Storytelling offers:
Literacy support • Greater confidence • Cultural awareness • Social skills

Audience members are
encouraged to bring a
5 minute TRUE story to
share!

Community involvement
If you are between the ages of 7 and 17 – or if you know someone that age
who wants to be a performer , please contact Karen Maurer at
610-419-0232 or bookkm@gmail.com

321 East 4th Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18015

STORIES IN THE VALLEY
MONTHLY
STORY CIRCLE
Come share a story or sit
back and enjoy FOR FREE!
A place for tellers to hone your
storytelling skills, try out new
material, receive feedback and
constructive suggestions. A
chance for all to develop and
enhance listening skills!
2nd WEDNESDAY OF THE
MONTH

7:30 p.m. at Godfrey Daniels
7 East 4th St.
Bethlehem, PA
Counter open for hot and cold
beverages.

Tune in to Tom Druckenmiller’s “In the Tradition” radio show
every Wednesday, 7:00 to 9:00p.m., WDIY 88.1. On the
third Wednesday of the month during the eight o'clock hour, join
the Guild for “Stories in the Valley!” Don’t have good radio reception? Go to the WDIY site for live streaming! http://wdiy.org/

FOR THE FUTURE
INGRID BOHN will be storytelling at Victorian Village,
420 York Road in Hatboro on Sunday, February 15,
from 3:00 to 4:00 PM. The theme is "Tales of Love and
Adventure." Hope to see you there!
On April 21st @ 9:30 am she will conduct a presentation for active seniors on storytelling entitled "Making
Connections Through Storytelling" for their "Life Long
Learning" classes.
http://lvstorytelling.org/teller/ingrid-bohn/
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RESOURCES
BOOKS

More Ready-to-Tell Tales from Around the World. Little Rock: August House Publishers, Inc. 2000.
MacDonald, Margaret Read. Twenty Tellable Tales: A Collection of Audience Participation Folktales for the Beginning Storyteller. New York: H.W. Wilson Co., 1986.
Yolen, Jane. Touch Magic. August House Publishers.On the topic of fantasy, fairy,
and folktales in children’s literature.
ONLINE
Sur La Lune is one of the go-to sources online for Grimm fairy tales, especially if you
are looking for illustrations. http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/
Richard Martin -There are a number of tellers who have put up videos of their work.
Visit this entertaining video gallery of over 40 folk tales to watch. www.tellatale.eu/
video.html
Yoel Perez’s "International Folktale Collection" - Another good source for online text
of many folk tales! site: http://folkmasa.org/yashpeh/yashpeh.htm

“Life will go on as long as there is someone
to sing, to dance, to tell stories and to
listen.” ~Oren Lyons

As always, we at LVSG wish to
extend our gratitude to all of
our generous sponsors! Special thanks to the Lehigh Valley Arts Council for facilitating the Pennsylvania Council
on the Arts grant!

“I WAS WALKING ONE SUNDAY AFTERNOON several years ago with
an older friend. We went by the ruining log house that had belonged to his grandparents and great-grandparents. The house stirred my friend's memory, and he told how
the old time people used to visit each other in the evenings, especially in the long evenings of winter. There used to be a sort of institution in our part of the country
known as "sitting till bedtime." After supper, when they weren't too tired, neighbors
would walk across the fields to visit each other. They popped corn, my friend said,
and ate apples and talked. They told each other stories. They told each other stories,
as I knew myself, that they had all heard before. Sometimes they told stories about
each other, about themselves, living again in their own memories, and thus keeping
their memories alive. Among the hearers of these stories were always the children.
When bedtime came, the visitors lit their lanterns and went home. My friend talked
about this, and thought about it, and then he said, "They had everything but money."
They were poor, as country people often have been, but they had each other, they had
their local economy in which they helped each other, they had each other's comfort
when they needed it, and they had their stories, their history together in that place.
To have everything but money is to have much. And most people of the present can
only marvel to think of neighbors entertaining themselves for a whole evening without a single imported pleasure and without listening to a single minute of sales talk. “
~ Wendall Berry
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Our
Mission
Statement
The Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild promotes and
explores the art of storytelling, from the ancient traditional story to the modern
personal story. We expand
the role of storytelling from
entertainment to education,
and toward healing and
enriching our community.
We believe in
the power of story.

LEHIGH VALLEY
STORYTELLING GUILD
BOARD:
President – Charles Kiernan
Vice President – Larry Sceurman
Secretary – Mary Wright
Treasurer – David Howell
Trustee—Catherine Moore
Committees:
Outreach/Education – Karen Maurer
Communication/Publicity –
Robin Reichert
Membership – Tom Egan
Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild
Primary Business Address
Your Address Line 2
Your Address Line 3
Your Address Line 4

Grant Writing – Charles Kiernan
StoryFUSION – Charles Kiernan &
Mary Wright
Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5555
E-mail: someone@example.com

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS!
TO BECOME A GUILD MEMBER
*Membership Type—Choose One:
Professional: ($50/year). Receive promotion as a professional teller, the Guild
newsletter, a listing on our website (with a link to your website if applicable or we
will create a page for you on our site), eligibility to tell at Guild events (e.g.
Children’s Series), email alerts for possible gigs, plus first chance to sign-up for
workshops and register for Story Fusion.
Story Lover: ($25/year). For those who love stories but don’t see themselves as
tellers. Receive Guild newsletter plus first chance to sign-up for workshops and
register for Story Fusion.
*All members receive a 10% discount on membership with the National
Storytelling Network (http://www.storynet.org/)Contact Charles Kiernan for
discount code: cjkiernan01@gmail.com
Dues are collected yearly on February 1st. We will also offer a special, half year
memberships for new members only, that start July 1st and end January 31st.
Fill out the form below, print, and send with a check made out to
"Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild” to:
Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild
Attn: Thomas Egan
7463 Steinburg Road
Coopersburg, PA. 18036
For questions contact Tom Egan at 610-965-5790 or tpegan@ptd.net
Type of Membership_______________________________
Name __________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________
E-Mail ___________________________________________

Check out our website!
http://www.lvstorytellers.org/
Like us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/
LehighValleyStorytellingGuild
NEWSLETTER
SUBMISSIONS
Must be received by:
January Issu e—January 15
April Issue—April 15
August—August 7

Do you have friends or family who may enjoy telling or
listening to stories? Please forward this newsletter to
them, tell them how much you value
storytelling, and
invite them to become a member of the
Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild!

November—November 1
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