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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Welcome to LVSG’s first newsletter! We hope 

you find it useful and informative. We will keep 

you updated on our events and activities, let you 

know a little bit about who we are and what we 

do, as well as point to resources in storytelling. 

New issues are expected to appear in January, 

April, August, and November.  

I am personally involved with, and excited about StoryFUSION, coming up 

in September of this year! Our headliner is Jennings and Ponder, husband 

and wife tandem tellers, the likes of which have not been heard in our val-

ley before. Watch our newsletter for more on this event as fall approaches. 

I want to give special thanks to Robin Reichert for putting this newsletter 

together and herding all the necessary cats to make it happen. 

 

     Charles Kiernan 

     President, LVSG 

 

“It takes  
a thousand voices  

to tell a  
single story.”  

 
~Native American 

saying 
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“White Christmas”   

cropped from original v ia Flickr   

Some rights re served  by  Martin Beek  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/oxfordshire_church_photos/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


“Storytellers are individuals who enjoy creating a holiday for 
the mind.”  ~Linda Daly  

 

YOUNG TELLERS GUILD 
 
Forming Now! 

THE ART OF STORYTELLING 

As long as there have been modes of communica-
tion, there have been stories. Oral storytelling is 
a unique way of conveying events or mythologies 
by means of gestures, words, and movements 
that suggest images. Unlike written works, spo-
ken word leaves just the right amount of room to stir 
the imagination of the audience and bring them into 
the story experience. Storytellers often use inter-
active techniques to further engage listeners.  

Stories are shared in every culture as entertain-
ment, to educate, to preserve cultural tradition, 
to inspire, heal, and impart moral values. Stories 
give meaning to life by connecting people to 
each other in a live setting, validating individual 
or group experience and value, representing his-
tory, communicating current social norms, or 
suggesting new ideas that may transform socie-

ty.  

Throughout history, stories have been told by family members, spiritual leaders, political figures, 
and troubadours. Critical elements of good storytelling include plot (beginning, middle/climax, end-
ing), characters, and a narrative point of view. Stories may be fiction or non -fiction. Though the art 
of good storytelling most often takes years to refine, a well-crafted story will appear to be off the cuff 
and as though no work at all was involved in preparing it. Master storytellers have a knack for trans-
porting you to an imaginary “somewhere” full of scenery, and characters that you know well; when 
in reality they stand there on an empty stage with little or no props. 

Your story is important. DO TELL!  
 
       ~Robin Reichert, Storyteller  

 
 
Kids! Do you like being the center of attention? Do you enjoy showing off, making 

people laugh, or scaring your friends? Come on out and join the Young Tellers Guild 

and learn how to “own the stage” as a storyteller! 

Learning to tell stories is FUN!! Telling stories is a great way to make friends and 

learn about other worlds and cultures. Stories feed your imagination too!  

Parents! Mem bers o f the Y o ung Tellers Guild  wi ll receive:  

Storytelling coaching • Participate in workshops • Be eligible to partici-

pate and compete in the Pennsylvania Youth Storytelling Showcase—

Saturday, April 26 at Northhampton Community College.  

Storytelling offers: Literacy support • Teaches confidence • Exposes 

young people to other cultures.  

If you are between the ages of 7 and 17 – or if you know someone that age 

who wants to be a performer – please contact Karen Maurer 

bookkm@gmail.com or Mary Wright mary@spiritedstories.com  
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http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1156804.Linda_Daly


 

"In times like this, I 

think storytelling 

fares better than 

other performing 

arts. Think about it 

-- storytellers are a 

cheap date. We're 

simple to produce, 

we come in ones 

and twos instead 

of quartets and 

troupes. Give us a 

microphone and a 

bottle of water and most of us are ready to hit the ground running, and if the 

power goes out, we can still perform. A good storyteller can transport audi-

ences the same way they are transported by a good stage production. In times 

like this, people want, crave, need diversion. Hollywood thrived during the 

Great Depression. Well, there's a Depression going on right now, and we 

should remember that as storytellers, we are Hollywood on wheels."    

     ~Megan Hicks, Storyteller 

FROM  

THE EDITOR 

Welcome to the first issue 
of the Lehigh Valley Story-
telling Guild Newsletter – 
TELLER TIMES! Co me 
on in...sit a spell. Here you 
may learn who we are, what 
the guild and its members 
are doing, and how story-
telling is making a differ-
ence in the world!  

In this newsletter and/or as 
a member of our guild, you 
will learn how stories are 
already part of your every 
day, how they connect you 
to others, and help you to 
understand yourself and 
others better. Best of all, we 
hope to provide you with 
ways to make stories come 
alive and bring more mean-
ing to your life! Here you 
will f ind resources for un-
earthing the stories you 
want to tell, learn how to 
tell stories, and how to 
make them more interest-
ing. 

The TELLER TIMES is 
scheduled to come out 
quarterly, timed to best 
promote ongoing guild 
events. I am very happy to 
have been asked to put to-
gether this newsletter for 
YOU, the storyteller, the 
story listener, the STORY 
LOVER! 

Robin Reichert 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
 
The Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild is proud to present:  

Eva Grayzel! 

Eva has been a member of LVSG since it’s inception. An 

expert on interactive storytelling techniques with 25 years 

experience, Eva Grayzel enriches the learning process 

through the power of story. Eva’s dynamic keynote address-

es, workshops, and storytelling performances impart mean-

ingful messages, boost self-esteem, and improve recall. Au-

diences don’t just hear a story, they experience it. 

Eva is the author of two children’s books, Mr. C Plays Hide 

& Seek and Mr. C the Globetrotter, in the Talk4Hope Book 

Series. Her signature stories are recorded on A Story a Day. Performance venues 

include The Walt Disney Company, Council of PTA Presidents, Association for Thea-

tre in Higher Education, Association for the Education of Young Children, San Fran-

cisco Public Library System, and Allentown Symphony Orchestra. In her charismatic 

and interactive style, Eva’s programs exemplify ‘edu-tainment,’ enriching, motivat-

ing and inspiring all ages.  

 
W: 610.258.3763    M: 610.554.9375    
 

www.evagrayzel.com   
www.sixstepscreening.org™ 
www.talk4hope.com 

HAVE STORY WILL TRAVEL! 

“When Stories nestle 
in the body, soul 

comes forth.” 
~Deena Metzger 

tel:610.258.3763
tel:610.554.9375
http://www.evagrayzel.com/
http://www.sixstepscreening.org/
http://www.talk4hope.com/


WINTER  

CHILDREN’S  

SERIES 
 

Stave off the winter chill… 
 

the  
Lehigh Valley  

Storytelling Guild  
&  

Godfrey Daniels  
presents  

 
The Winter  

Children’s Series 
 

First and Third Sundays  
of the month! 

2:00pm, $4.50. 
7 East 4th St.  

Bethlehem, PA 
 

The line-up for 2014 is: 
 
Jan. 5th - Mary Wright 
Jan. 19th - Larry  
                     Sceurman  
Feb. 2nd - Robbi Kumalo  
Feb. 16th - Karen Maurer  
Mar. 2nd - Ingrid Bohn 
Mar. 16th - Kristin  
       Pedemonti  

WE’RE OFF TO A STRONG START! 

Tune in to Tom Druckenmiller's "In the Tradition" radio show eve-
ry Wednesday, 7:00 to 9:00p.m., WDIY 88.1. On the third  Wednesday of the 
month during the eight o'clock hour, join the Guild for “Stories in the Valley!”  
is live streamed. Don’t have good radio reception? Go to the WDIY site for live 
streaming!  wdiy.org and click on "now playing.” 

In case you didn't know, this year's Winter Children’s Series re-

ceived a grant, through Godfrey Daniel’s, from the Eastern Pennsylvania Art 

Alliance. Many thanks to our long-time friends at Godfrey’s for your continued 

support! 

As part of the Winter Series, Larry Sceurman’s show at Godfrey’s on January 

19, boasts 51 paying customers! About 65 story loving souls - including the free-

under-five-years crowd – braved 

the cold to be “Wowed” by Larry’s 

congenial storytelling style and 

fantastic, magical mischief! Mary’s 

show on the 5th of January had 

about 25 people, an excellent turn-

out considering weather and this 

being the first show in the series 

before many have aligned with the 

start of the New Year! They must 

have known that Mary’s perfor-

mances always touch your heart 

and brighten up even the cloudiest 

days! 

 

Kicking off that same weekend on Friday, January 17th, was Story Cabaret at 

Touchstone Theater,  featuring Karen Maurer and Michelle Kissinger. The café 

was brimming with poignant and humorous moments as thirty enthusiastic 

regulars and newbies graced the seats! At least a half dozen audience members 

shared their “Reboot – Starting Over” stories during the open mic portion. As 

always, good work Mary! 

STORIES IN THE VALLEY 
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MONTHLY 
STORY SWAP 

 

COME SHARE A STORY 
OR SIT BACK AND ENJOY 

FOR FREE!  

A place for tellers to hone 
your storytelling skills, try 
out new material, receive 
feedback and constructive 
suggestions. A chance for all 
to develop and enhance 
listening skills!  

 
2nd WEDNESDAY OF THE 

MONTH! 
 

Godfrey Daniels  
7 East 4th St.  

Bethlehem, PA 
 

February 12 
March 12  

April 9 
May 14 

 
Counter open for hot and 

cold beverages. 

FUTURE DATES! 

STORY CABARET, Touchstone Theater Cafe, Friday, March 14, 8p.m., 

Theme “A Bit of Blarney” - Tellers TBA. 321 East 4th Street, Bethlehem, PA 

18015  - for more info see LVSG website, www.lvstorytellers.org 

Watch the Teller Times for future storytelling events:   

42nd Annual National Storytelling Festival, Oct. 3 -5, Jonesborough, Tennes-

see—CARPOOLS FORMING NOW within membership! 

Fright Night at Dutch Springs, Saturday, Octo ber 11th 2014. 

Scary Stories at Godfrey Daniel’s, W ednesday, Octo ber 29th 2014.  

Telebration—Date and location to be announced! 

http://wdiy.org/


“...tales are like rays of light, taking their 
colors from the medium through which 
they pass.” ~W. A. Bone 

BOOKS 

“Creative Storytelling - Building Community, Changing Lives” by Jack Zipes 

“Classic Folktales from Around the World ” by Robert Nye 

DVD 

“Life is the Treasure—Okinawan Memories of WWII” by Alton Takiyama-

Chung with Frances Nakachi & Derek Ichiro Shiroma. Stunning performance 

piece! 

ONLINE 

For Educators: http://www.storyarts.org/classroom/index.html 
 
Part of Heather Forest’s site dealing with using story in the classroom. Includes  
lesson plans and activities.  
 
For Fun: http://fairytalelobby.wordpress.com/ 
 
Follow the antics and questions of Simplia and Sagacia, occupants of the Fairy 
Tale! Lobby. Have a cup of tea.  
 
 

Songs often contain stories that give 

us the opportunity to remember 

those “winding histories” told to us 

as we nestled in the presence of our 

own mother. This quote, presuma-

bly from the perspective of a baby 

crow, presents a lovely image of 

what many of us experience as we 

bask in the glow of a well told story:  

 

“When (Our Mother) leaned low to 

nudge us, or cooed down at us with 

her horn barely parted and trem-

bling like two reeds, a wondrous 

warmth filled the nest. A blue-black 

cast spread out and covered us like 

our mother’s worn patch of brood 

feathers, and sitting over us, she 

hummed out slow winding histo-

ries, or ballads of the afternoon, or 

long ancestral songs of nothing but 

names that repeated and trailed off 

and left me dreaming my baby bird 

dreams in a tree.” 

 

“Song of the Crow” by Layne Maheu  

RESOURCES  

STORY AND SONG 
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As always, we at LVSG wish to 

extend our gratitude to all of 

our generous sponsors! Spe-

cial thanks to the Lehigh Val-

ley Arts Council for facilitat-

ing the Pennsylvania Council 

on the Arts grant!  

 
 

 



OUR 

 MISSION  

STATEMENT  

 

The Lehigh Valley           
Storytelling Guild promotes 

and explores the art of         
storytelling, from the     

ancient traditional story to 
the modern personal story. 

We expand the role of    
storytelling from             

entertainment to education, 
and toward healing and 

enriching our community. 
We believe in the power of 

story. 

 

TO BECOME A GUILD MEMBER 

Membership Type—Choose One: 

Professional: ($50/year). Receive promotion as a professional teller, the Guild 

newsletter, a listing on our website (with a link to your website if applicable or 

we will create a page for you on our site), eligibility to tell at Guild events (e.g. 

Children’s Series), email alerts for possible  gigs, plus first chance to sign-up for 

workshops and register for Story Fusion. 

 

Story Lover: ($25/year). For those who love stories but don’t see themselves as 

tellers. Receive Guild newsletter plus first chance to sign-up for workshops and 

register for Story Fusion. 

 

Dues are collected yearly on February 1st. We will also offer a special, half year 

memberships for new members only, that start July 1st  and end January 31st.  

 

Fill out the form below, print, and send with a check made out to                    

"Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild) to: 

Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild  

Attn: Thomas Egan 

7463 Steinburg Road 

Coopersburg, PA. 18036 

 

For questions contact Tom Egan at 610-965-5790 or tpegan@ptd.net 

Type of Membership_______________________________ 
 
Name __________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip _____________________________________ 
 
E-Mail ___________________________________________ 

 
Check out our website!  
http://www.lvstorytellers.org/ 
Like us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/
LehighValleyStorytellingGuild 

Lehigh Valley S torytelli ng Guild  
Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2  

Your Address Line 3  
Your Address Line 4  

 
Phone: 555 -555 -5555  

Fax: 555 -555 -5555  

E-mail: someone@example.com 

 
LEHIGH VALLEY  
STORYTELLING GUILD 
BOARD:  
 
President – Charles Kiernan 
Vice President – Larry Sceurman 
Secretary – Mary Wright  
Treasurer – David Howell 
 
Committees: 
 
Outreach/Education – Karen 
Maurer 
Communication/Publicity – Rob-
in Reichert 
Membership – Tom Egan 
Grant Writing – Charles Kiernan 
StoryFUSION – Charles Kiernan 
& Mary Wright 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER  

SUBMISSIONS 

 

Must be received by: 

January Issue —January 15 

April Issue—April 15 

August—August 7 

November—November 1 

 
Do you have friends or family who may enjoy telling or 
listening to stories? Please forward this newsletter to 
them, tell them how much you value storytelling, and  

invite them to become a member of the  
Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild! 

 

 

tel:610-965-5790
mailto:tpegan@ptd.net
http://www.lvstorytellers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild
https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild

