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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The Children’s Winter Series is now over and was another 

success.  

OK, the weather did not cooperate, we had to move two 

shows to April, and the sky for a third show was tenuous. The 

audience sizes varied, but three of the six events were very 

well attended, up to thirty people, which in Godfreys, with kids, feels very comfortable.  

We started on February 1st (Super Sunday) with Karen Maurer leading an open kid’s mike. 

We felt this was very successful and well attended, particularly given our past history of 

Super Sunday shows. We plan to keep this open mike format for this date in the future.  

February 15th, the day after Valentine’s Day, Kathy Long performed, after which we had a 

surprise birthday party for her. We all managed to get home before the snowflakes fell.   

Denise McCormack put on a fine show March 15th, as well as did Catherine Moore on 

March 29th in her role as Dr. Vocabulary. For both Denise and Catherine, this was the first 

time they presented at the Children’s Winter Series.  

We filled April with our postponements. Larry Sceurman’s show, the best attended, happen 

on April 12th, followed the next Sunday by Robin Reichert. All good performances, well 

received by their audiences.  

Special thanks the Karen Maurer for coordinating the series and much gratitude to all who 

volunteered with set-up and counter service.  

                                            Charles Kiernan, President, LVSG 
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     INTRODUCING... 
 

         Our New Logo 
              for 

         Children’s  
       Storytelling! 
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The LVSG will co-sponsor a three evening workshop with the Hellertown Area Public 

Library for interested children and teens ages 10 and up.  Karen Maurer, an LVSG 

member, will lead these workshops on June 15th, 22nd, and 29th - all Mondays - from 

6:30 to 7:30 pm.  All three workshops will take place at the Hellertown Area Library at 

409 Constitution Avenue, Hellertown, PA. 18055. 

Registration is required. Attendance is limited and participants are expected to attend 

all three evenings. Register by calling the library at 610-838-8381.  There is no fee for 

this workshop." 

WANTED: YOUTH STORYTELLERS!  

LVSG board members submitted our wish list for elements of a 

new children’s storytelling programming logo to the design team 

of the Kutztown University   Designathon, put on by the         

Communications Design Department. We extend our gratitude to 

our designers—Maria Johnson, Noelle O'Brien, Emily Cullen and 

Professor Vickie Meloney for their stunning result!  

Look for this logo and elements of it anytime you are looking for 

events for your children to take part in! 

For updates on events for children go to:  
www.lvstorytelling.orghttps:// 
www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild 

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS!   

WANTED : LVSG is looking for a dedicated 

person or a small team of people with a good photographic eye 

to be our designated photo guru(s)! We need coverage at all          

advertised events during the year. If more than one person    

applies, we will set up a schedule for participants to commit to 

specified dates. 

Perks: FREE admission, FREE membership, and FREE 

acknowledgments in our  newsletter , website, and Facebook 

pages, as well as any advertising where your photos are posted! 

If you or anyone you know can fulfill this request, please email Charles Kiernan              
@ cjkiernan01@gmail.com  

http://www.lvstorytelling.org
https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild
https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild
mailto:cjkiernan01@gmail.com


 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Welcome! We are the Lehigh 
Valley Storytellers and this is 
the Guild Newsletter – 
TELLER TIMES! Com e on 
in...sit by our fire. Here you 
may learn who we are, what 
the guild and its members are 
doing, and how    storytelling is 
making a     difference in the 
world!  

We are a persevering bunch 
and persevere we did with our 
Children’s Series as       
reported by our president on 
p.1! As far  as this editor  is          
concerned, this is our best  
issue to date! W hy?        
Because so many of you 
have contributed your 
time, your talents, and  
upcoming gigs to share 
with the community! Note 
our new logo for children’s 
events, a children’s work-
shop and  “WANT AD” on 
p.2,  featured teller on  p.3, 
upcoming events on p.4, & 
an uplifting article on p.5. 

Heartfelt thanks for  all 
you’ve done over the winter 
and    welcome to a spring and    
summer full of the  FUN-derful 
and inspiring world of stories! 

The TELLER TIMES is       
published quarterly, timed to 
best promote ongoing guild 
events. I am very happy to put 
together this newsletter for 
YOU, the storyteller, the story 
listener, the STORY LOVER! 

Robin Reichert 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

The Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild is 

proud to present:  

Kristin Pedemonti 
In preparing this story, Kristin told me, “I 
want to share not only my heart expanding, 
mind blowing experience in Iran, but also the 
stories heard: we are all on a journey and 
stories unite us. I am still processing all that 
happened, yet I came away realizing more 
than ever the importance of using   story to 
create understanding…” 
 
Kristin travels to numerous countries to tell 
stories and believes it is very important to honor local culture and customs. She is 
shown here in the traditional head scarf the women of Iran wear as a sign of        
respect.  
 
In February of 2015, Kristin was honored as the 1st American ever invited to       
perform at the Kanoon International Storytelling Festival in Iran. The 3 level juried 
process began via Facebook where she was selected by the Director of the Festival, 
Minoo Abdollahi. Kanoon officials then met on several occasions with                   
representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to secure Kristin’s Visa and       
invitation to perform in the Festival where she and an international lineup of tellers 
became unofficial ambassadors to share their experience of Iran.  
 
In Tehran all people hold a deep reverence for and understanding of the power of 
Story to build bridges between cultures and countries. From customs officers to  
festival hosts, teachers, and public media, Kristin received smiles, kindness, caring, 
and a true spirit of hospitality, something she learned Persian culture is known for. 
Participants were treated to local foods and sites, performed at a Kanoon School, 
and were audience to Kurdish songs and Persian poetry performed by their hosts in 
small villages.  
 
The 4 day Festival was a combination of performances by 20 storytellers,             
musicians, singers, and puppeteers, all sharing traditional stories from regions in 
Iran as well as Armenia, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Kenya, Lebanon,   
Morocco, Philippines, Syria & the USA. Closing ceremonies included unveiling 
books that preserve old traditional stories for today’s audiences. 8000 stories are 
being translated into modern Farsi from ancient Persian to create a series geared 
toward children. 
  
Kristin says, “Let us not be afraid, but celebrate and seek to understand differences. 
Sadly, here in the US there is such a misperception of Iran; all we see are some of 
the extremists, yet extremists are everywhere. It is important to know that the    
current situation in Iran was in some part created by our own government’s         
decisions in the 1970’s – the deposing of a decent leader who was replaced with a 
more extreme ruler. May we all reach out and see the human being in front of us…” 
 
You may view Kristin telling at the Kanoon Festival, by clicking here: https://
youtu.be/bTNFIAAZFvo   
Playlist of Festival: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUSsJcbfTHOf6o4X_-
yj_c6bUyau8HxR5 
For all other videos, type “Kristin Pedemonti” in the search bar on the Youtube 
home page.   
www.storytellerkp.com  or Phone: (215) 541 – 4535 

“The destiny of the world is determined less by the 

battles that are lost and won than by the  

stories it loves and believes in.” —Harold Goddard 

 
“Storytelling is the 
most powerful way 
to put ideas into the 

world today.”  

Robert McKee 

https://youtu.be/bTNFIAAZFvo
https://youtu.be/bTNFIAAZFvo
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUSsJcbfTHOf6o4X_-yj_c6bUyau8HxR5
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUSsJcbfTHOf6o4X_-yj_c6bUyau8HxR5


STORY  

CABARET 

A fun & elegant evening of 

STORYTELLING  

and  

COMMUNITY BUILDING! 

at 

Touchstone Theater Cafe  

Tellers To Be  

Announced for Fall... 

Watch for email updates! 

 

$10 Admission 

Includes  

a glass of wine and nosh 

Audience members are  

encouraged to bring a  

5 minute TRUE story to 
share! 

321 East 4th Street,  

Bethlehem, PA 18015   

YOUNG TELLERS GUILD 

STORIES IN THE VALLEY 

Tune in to Tom Druckenmiller’s “In the Tradition” radio show                          
every Wednesday, 7:00 to 9:00p.m., WDIY 88.1. On the 
third Wednesday of the month during the eight o'clock hour, join 
the Guild for “Stories in the Valley!” Don’t have good radio recep-
tion? Go to the WDIY site for live streaming!  http://wdiy.org/ 

The Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild is scouting for  

enthusiastic young people who would enjoy learning the 

art of storytelling. 

Kids! Do you like being the center of attention? Do you 

enjoy showing off, making people laugh, or scaring your 

friends? Come on out and join the Young Tellers Guild 

and learn how to “own the stage” as a storyteller! 

Learning to tell stories is FUN and a great way to make 

new friends!!  

Parents! Mem bers of the Young Tellers Guild  

will:  

Be coached in storytelling • Participate in work-

shops  • Learn story crafting • Be eligible to participate and compete in the 

annual Pennsylvania Youth Storytelling Showcase 

Storytelling offers:  

Literacy support • Greater confidence • Cultural awareness • Social skills 

Community involvement 

If you are between the ages of 7 and 17 – or if you know someone that age 

who wants to be a performer , please contact Karen Maurer at                   

610-419-0232 or bookkm@gmail.com  
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MONTHLY 

STORY CIRCLE 

Come share a story or sit 

back and enjoy FOR FREE!  

A place for tellers to hone your 

storytelling skills, try out new 

material, receive feedback and 

constructive suggestions. A 

chance for all to develop and 

enhance listening skills!  

2nd WEDNESDAY OF THE 

MONTH 

7:30 p.m. at Godfrey Daniels  

7 East 4th St.  

Bethlehem, PA 

Counter open for hot and cold 

beverages. 

 

FOR THE FUTURE  

Oni Lasana will debut as “Mama Earth,” Saturday, May 2, 10am-1pm, 

Lower Merion Conservancy in Gladwyn, PA 

NEXT STORY CIRCLE is W ednesday, May 13, 7:30  @ Godfrey 

Daniel’s, 7 E. 4th St. Bethlehem. 

Dennis Boyne is kicking off the Lehigh Valley Story Slam Wednesday,      

May 20 @ 8pm . For  tickets and inform ation                                               

http://lehighvalleystoryslam.com/ 

Bruce Marold has a new blog!                                                                            

https://maroldbw.wordpress.com/2015/04/22/psalms-and-trees/ 

Charles Kiernan’s blog: http://chaztales.wordpress.com 

 

http://wdiy.org/
tel:610%20419%200232
mailto:bookkm@gmail.com
http://lehighvalleystoryslam.com/
https://maroldbw.wordpress.com/2015/04/22/psalms-and-trees/
http://chaztales.wordpress.com


BOOKS 

German fairy tales not previously translated: The Turnip Princess and Other 
Newly Discovered Fairy Tales by Franz Xaver von Schonwerth (Author), Erika 
Eichenseer (Editor), Penguin Classics paperback.  

  
ONLINE 

For epic tales visit Csenge Virag Zalka’s blog—https://www.goodreads.com/
author/show/7233322.Csenge_Vir_g_Zalka/blog 

Preserving life stories—http://storycorps.org/ 

RESOURCES  
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As always, we at LVSG wish to 

extend our gratitude to all of 

our generous sponsors! Spe-

cial thanks to the Lehigh Val-

ley Arts Council for facilitat-

ing the Pennsylvania Council 

on the Arts grant!  

 
 

 

The Power of Story with Older Adults 

By Rosalind Benton www.trunkfulofmemories.com 

My interest in storytelling began about 25 years ago when I was working as an       
activities director in an adult day center. One morning, I was working with a small 
group reading The Book of Everyday Wisdom by the Delaney sisters. The people with 
whom I was working had memory loss in varying degrees, from moderate to fairly 
severe. Normally activities were of short duration because of their compromised   
attention span, but the group wanted me to continue reading and we read the entire 
morning. Now, when I say, “read,” I don’t mean with my nose in the book. It was   
expressive reading with a lot of eye contact. The next day many participants not only 
remembered that we were reading the day before, they also   remembered specific 
things about the story we were reading, the story of the lives of two women who had 
been born into slavery. At the time the book was written they were both over 100 
years old.  I was astonished. 

The use of story became a very important addition to my activity calendar and I     
attended conferences and workshops, joined Patchwork Storytelling Guild, NSN, and 
later Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild.  I’ve had my own storytelling business for 
about 15 years. 

Just as there are storytelling techniques that are effective with children, there are 
techniques and methods that work very well with older adults. In addition to     
choosing stories that are 5 -10 minutes long, I also try to involve as many senses as 
possible.  No matter how good the teller is, listening can be hard work, especially for 
older adults with health, memory, and hearing issues. I bring along props that are          
connected to the stories, things that they can look at and touch.  These props serve a 
two-fold purpose. They provide stimulation and also reawaken memories. 

Music is another powerful tool in a storytelling program with older adults. Many of 
our memories are entwined with music. You may have seen the YouTube video “Alive 
Inside.” If you haven’t, I encourage you to do so.  https://youtu.be/YqOqys-RU6g 

Several years ago I had a job in an assisted living center to which I had never been. 
The day I arrived, the activities director was out sick. I was told where the room was 
and began setting up. A very agitated man with speech aphasia kept entering and 
leaving the room, using loud meaningless sounds and pointing at objects that I was 
setting up. There was no staff on duty in the vicinity, and I was a little concerned that 
he would be disruptive when I began.  He came into the room shortly after I started, 
took a seat in the back, and was completely attentive. On many other occasions I have 
had the privilege of seeing the joy on faces of people who weren’t able to                
communicate in the traditional way, making it obvious to me that they were with me 
on the story journey. 

Being able to connect with an individual who has experienced so many compromises 
and losses is a gift to both the listener and the teller. 

"A story is the shortest distance between 
people." ~ Pat Speight 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7233322.Csenge_Vir_g_Zalka/blog
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7233322.Csenge_Vir_g_Zalka/blog
http://storycorps.org/
C:/Users/robin/Documents/A.V.I.A.N Mentoring
https://youtu.be/YqOqys-RU6g


Our 

 Mission  

Statement 
 

The Lehigh Valley Storytell-
ing Guild promotes and 

explores the art of storytell-
ing, from the ancient tradi-
tional story to the modern 
personal story. We expand 
the role of storytelling from 
entertainment to education, 

and toward healing and 
enriching our community. 

We believe in                      
the power of story. 

 

TO BECOME A GUILD MEMBER 

*Membership Type—Choose One: 

Professional: ($50/year). Receive promotion as a professional teller, the Guild 

newsletter, a listing on our website (with a link to your website if applicable or we 
will create a page for you on our site), eligibility to tell at Guild events (e.g.         

Children’s Series), email alerts for possible gigs, plus first chance to sign-up for 

workshops and register for Story Fusion. 
 

Story Lover: ($25/year). For those who love stories but don’t see themselves as 

tellers. Receive Guild newsletter plus first chance to sign-up for workshops and 
register for Story Fusion. 

*All members receive a 10% discount on membership with the National             
Storytelling Network (http://www.storynet.org/)Contact Charles Kiernan for  

discount code:  cjkiernan01@gmail.com 

 
Dues are collected yearly on February 1st. We will also offer a special, half year 

memberships for new members only, that start July 1st and end January 31st. 

 
Fill out the form below, print, and send with a check made out to                          

"Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild” to: 

Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild 
Attn: Thomas Egan 
7463 Steinburg Road 
Coopersburg, PA. 18036 
 
For questions contact Tom Egan at 610-965-5790 or tpegan@ptd.net 

Type of Membership_______________________________ 
 
Name __________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip _____________________________________ 
 
E-Mail ___________________________________________ 

Check out our website!  

http://www.lvstorytellers.org/ 

Like us on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/
LehighValleyStorytellingGuild 

Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild 

Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Your Address Line 4 

 
Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 

LEHIGH VALLEY  

STORYTELLING GUILD 

BOARD: 

President – Charles Kiernan 

Vice President – Larry Sceurman 

Secretary – Mary Wright 

Treasurer – David Howell 

Trustee—Catherine Moore 

Committees: 

Outreach/Education – Karen Maurer 

Communication/Publicity –  

Robin Reichert 

Membership – Tom Egan 

Grant Writing – Charles Kiernan 

StoryFUSION – Charles Kiernan & 

Mary Wright 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER  

SUBMISSIONS 

 

Must be received by: 

January Issue—January 15 

April Issue—April 15 

August—August 7 

November—November 1 

 

Do you have friends or family who may enjoy telling or 
listening to stories? Please forward this newsletter to 

them, tell them how much you value                 
storytelling, and  

invite them to become a member of the  

Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild! 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER!  

Writer/Storyteller Jennifer Lader 
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http://www.storynet.org/index.html
http://www.storynet.org/
mailto:cjkiernan01@gmail.com
mailto:cjkiernan01@gmail.com
tel:610-965-5790
mailto:tpegan@ptd.net
C:/Users/robin/Documents/A.V.I.A.N Mentoring
https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild
https://www.facebook.com/LehighValleyStorytellingGuild

